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Though we cannot be confident of what the future holds, we can always be clear and resolved in
our mission, the eradication of infectious diseases of public health importance as one of the
keys for national prosperity. We embody the trademark of optimism we shared with our
Founder, Dr. Thelma E. Tupasi, and in her belief that a better and healthier world is possible
through our shared vision, values, and actions.

We are like the trees in a forest that tell their story via rings. The first ring is a beginning with
subsequent rings celebrating growth. The spaces between the rings explain how this growth
happened. By leveraging on the talents and resources of the public, private and philanthropic
sectors, we did what no one of us could achieve alone. 

"By uniting the passion and commitment of our donors, partners,
advisors, community leaders, and stakeholders, we created sustainable
solutions that will continue to affect lives for years to come."

JULIUS A. LECCIONES,
President and CEO

Stepping up during critical times is as important as
being steadfast in our commitment to our
organizational priorities. 

Dear Friends,

Three years ago, by leveraging on the inherent
strength of our organization, we embarked on scaling
up our operations with new programs and
approaches that use innovative tools, products, and
technologies to deliver high-impact key results to our
beneficiaries. 

This year’s Annual Report highlights how we worked towards long-term solutions to the
problems of TB and HIV in the country, while continuing to provide relief to the current needs
of the patients accessing the services we offer. As we work, we grow, we learn, we adapt and
we innovate. Our partners made our tree ring grow wider and deeper.

Thank you for your many compassionate actions, support, partnership, and friendship over the
years. I remain grateful, humbled, and inspired.

As a major part of our strategy for expansion and growth, we created more partnerships with
other nonprofits and social change organizations which enabled other intermediaries and
groups to offer high-impact and integrated projects and programs through research, service
delivery, training, and sharing best practices.

MD, PhD, DPA



OUR THRUSTS

ABOUT TDF
The Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc.  (TDF) is a non-
profit  organization established in 1984 by a group of
physicians from the Research Institute for Tropical
Medicine.

Led by its founding chairman and former Secretary of
Health,  Dr .  Jesus Azurin,  TDF committed to excellence in
research, service,  and training.

Since its inception,  TDF has been at the forefront of
pioneering init iatives in f ighting tropical diseases,
leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of public
health.

OUR VISION
Equitable universal access to
health for national prosperity.
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OUR MISSION
National and local community
development through research,
training, service, and healthcare
delivery in the prevention and
control of infectious diseases of
public health importance.

To conduct research, training and service in
infectious diseases of public health
importance

To enter into partnership with public and
private agencies in the implementation of
programs in the control of infectious
diseases

To ensure technology transfer in developing
human resources for health nationally and
internationally through collaboration with
national and international institutions

To serve as a national and international
training center for infectious diseases
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This study evaluates IGRA posit ivity in
high TB burden populations and aims
to determine the proportion of IGRA
posit ivity at different sites.  

Completed
Month 12 Visit64.3%

Gates MRI TBV02-E01 Study

Period of Coverage:  

01 Aug 2022 – 31 Jul 2023

Area of Coverage:  

Makati ,  Manila and Pasay Cities

Target Reach: Makati ,  Manila and Pasay Cities

Site initiation :  25 Jul 2022

Site Recruitment Activation :  17 Aug 2022

I t  seeks to develop capacity for conducting a Phase 3 TB vaccine eff icacy study.
However,  i t  is not intended to generalize f indings on the prevalence of latent TB.

Global TB Alliance Paternity
Survey (Extension)

Period of Coverage:  

01 Aug 2022 – 18 Nov 2022

Area of Coverage:  

Makati City

Target Reach: Makati City

Protocol Title: A Survey Assessing Male
Reproduction During or After Treatment
Containing Pretomanid

Sponsor: Global TB All iance

Initiation Project Duration 
(covering experimental arm participants) :  
07 Jun 2021 – 16 Feb 2022

Completed target recruitment 
(160 participants):  17 Oct 2022

103/160

This survey gathers data on male participants who took part in a TB Al l iance cl inical
tr ial  (STAND, Nix-TB,  SimpliciTB,  or ZeNix) and received treatment containing
pretomanid. 

Participants were asked about partner births during or after their pretomanid
treatment.

A fol low-up study, launched in October 2022,  focused on participants in the control
arm (standard TB regimen) and concluded on November 18,  2022,  with interviews
conducted for al l  el igible participants.
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Wellcome Foundation
Projects

Period of Coverage:  

01 Aug 2022 – 31 Jul 2023

Area of Coverage:  

4th District of Metro Manila

Target Reach: Makati City

The University of Oxford has been
granted funding by the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Off ice /
Wellcome Epidemic Preparedness to
implement the International Severe
Acute Respiratory and Emerging
Infection Consortium (ISARIC) Clinical
Characterisation Protocol (CCP)  in Low-
and Middle-Income Countries.
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13
Project Title:  
Long COVID

Research Title:  A Retrospective and
Prospective,  Observational,  Multicenter,
Cohort Study to follow-up Hospitalized
Patients with Confirmed COVID-19
infection in the Philippines

Sponsor:  Philippine Center for Health

Research and Development (PCHRD)

Period of Coverage:  16 Jun 2023 – 15 Jun 2023

 

Area of Coverage:   Luzon, Visayas and

Mindanao

Target Reach: 10 sites

Through the Phil ippine Society of
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
(PSMID),  TDF submitted an application
for addit ional funding to the Phil ippine
Center for Health Research and
Development (PCHRD) 2023 Call  for
Proposals (CFP) to sustain the ISARIC
CCP Project,  focusing on the Long COVID
or COVID-19 Fol low-up study. 

Fol lowing selection from a shortl ist ,  the
proposal was presented to PCHRD
Enbanc on May 23,  2023,  and approved
on June 19,  2023.

Funding was al located and made
available under the accounts of PSMID
as the Implementing Agency and TDF as
the Cooperating Agency.

1
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In Southeast Asia, TDF was chosen to be the
Regional Research Coordinator to roll-out
the project.
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Project Title:  
WELLCOME Project (Qualitative
Research Training)

Research Title:  “A Qualitative Study on
the Implementation and Adoption of
evidence-based Philippine COVID-19
Living Recommendations by
Physicians in Three Local Regions in
the Country”

Period of Coverage:  08 Dec 2022 – 02 May 2023

 

Area of Coverage:  Luzon, Western Visayas and

Northern Mindanao

Target Reach: Physicians

Three research fel lows representing
Luzon, Visayas,  and Mindanao were
selected by TDF under the WELLCOME
Project to participate in a Qualitative
Research Training Workshop, along with
three addit ional attendees from TDF.

Fol lowing the 10th session, the team
produced a Qualitative Research
Abstract,  which was presented in Rio de
Janeiro,  Brazi l ,  during the ISARIC
Members Assembly Meeting on May 18,
2023.

Currently,  the team is preparing a
manuscript for publication based on the
research paper.

55
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The purpose of the study is to:  

[1]  standardize data collection for independent (local) and pooled
(global) analysis 

[2] characterize COVID-19 during the acute phase and evaluate the
long-term health implications in recovered individuals,  identifying
risk factors,  immune responses,  and biomarkers for severe i l lness.



Inactivated COVID-19 Vaccine (Vero Cells)
 

A study to evaluate efficacy,  safety and immunogenicity of SARS- CoV-2
Vaccine (Vero Cells) ,  inactivated in healthy adults aged 18 years and older

Sponsor:  Shenzhen Kangtai Biological Products Co. ,  Ltd.  Beij ing Minhai
Biological Technology Co. ,  Ltd.

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Gelza Mae A. Zabat

Site:  Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc -  Makati
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Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 29 Jun 2021

Site Initiation Visit: 03 Aug 2021

Start of enrollment: 14 Aug 2021

End of enrollment: 15 Oct 2021

1251

Inactivated COVID-19 Vaccine (Vero Cells)  Accomplishments

Total enrolled
patients

18 Trial duration
months
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Total enrolled
patients

DelNS1-2019-nCoV-RBD-OPT1)

A Global,  Multi-center,  Randomized, Double-blind, Placebo controlled 
Phase III  Clinical Trial  to Evaluate the Protective Efficacy and Safety of
Influenza Virus Vector COVID-19 Vaccine for Intranasal Spray (DelNS1-2019-
nCoV-RBD-OPT1) in Adults Aged 18 Years and Older

Sponsor:  Shenzhen Kangtai Biological Products Co. ,  Ltd.  Beij ing Minhai
Biological Technology Co. ,  Ltd.

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Gelza Mae A. Zabat

Site:  Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc -  Makati
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Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 24 Sept 2021

Site Initiation Visit: 14 Dec 2021

Start of enrollment: 18 Dec 2021

End of enrollment: 11 Feb 2022

1594

DelNS1-2019-nCoV-RBD-OPT1)  Accomplishments

18 Trial duration
months
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Total enrolled
patients

ARCoV-005

A Global,  Multi-center,  Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-controlled,
Phase III  Clinical Study to Evaluate the Protective Efficacy,  Safety and
Immunogenicity of SARS-CoV-2 mRNA Vaccine in Population Aged 18 Years
and Older (ARCoV-005)

Sponsor:  Yuxi Walvax Biotechnology Co. ,  Ltd. ,  Walvax Biotechnology Co. ,Ltd.
& Suzhou Abogen Biosciences Co. ,  Ltd.

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Rod Castro

Site:  Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc.
         Bautista,  Pangasinan Local Government Unit
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Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 03 Aug 2021

Site Initiation Visit: 30 Nov 2021

Start of enrollment: 5 Dec 2021

End of enrollment: 16 Feb 2022

821

ARCoV-005 Accomplishments

Trial duration

30 Nov 2021 to 
6 Sept 2023
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LG-VCCL002 Clinical Trial

Protocol Title:  A Multicenter,  Open-Label,  Interventional Phase 3b Study to
Evaluate the Safety,  One-Year Antibody Persistence,  and Priming Immune
Responses of Three Doses of Eupolio Inj.  ( Inactivated Polio Vaccine [Sabin
Strains])  and the Immunogenicity of Two Doses of Eupolio Inj.  Following
Three Doses of bOPV in Infant

Sponsor:   LG Chem, Ltd

Principal Investigator:  Dr.  Maria Rosario Z.  Capeding

Site:  Medical Research Unit ,  Medical Plaza,  Makati  City

Period of Coverage:  March 2023 to May 2024

Area of Coverage:  Makati City

Target Reach: 42-56 days infants

Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 13 February 2023

Site Initiation Visit:   01 March 2023

Start of enrollment:   10 March 2023

End of enrollment:   05 April 2023

Study Status:    Follow-up phase

155

LG-VCCL002 Clinical Trial  Accomplishments

09

Total enrolled
patients

Medical Research Unit Clinical Trial Team
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64281802DNG2004 Clinical Trial

Protocol Title:  A Phase II ,  Randomized, Double-blind, Placebo-controlled,
Double-dummy, Multicenter Trial  Assessing the Efficacy and Safety of Two
Dose Regimens of JNJ-64281802 for the Prevention of Dengue Infection

Sponsor:  Janssen Research & Development,  LLC

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Maria Rosario Z.  Capeding

Site:  San Jose Clinical Trial  Site,  San Pablo City,  Laguna

Period of Coverage:  April  2023 to April  2025

Area of Coverage:  San Pablo City,  Laguna

Target Reach: 18 years to 65 years

Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 05 July 2022

Site Initiation Visit: 18 April 2023

Start of enrollment: 01 June 2023

End of enrollment: ongoing

Study Status: ongoing recruitment

17

64281802DNG2004 Clinical Trial  Accomplishments

10

Total enrolled
patients

San Jose Clinical Trial Team
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Protocol Title:  International Severe Acute Respiratory and
Emerging Infection Consortium (ISARIC) Clinical Characterisation
Protocol (CCP)

Protocol Name: ISARIC CCP

Sponsor:  Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office/Wellcome Epidemic Preparedness

Start Date:  June 1 ,  2021

End Date (Initial  Grant):  November 30, 2022

Project Extension: December 1 ,  2022 – May 31 ,  2023

Period of Coverage:  Primary Grant (18months) 01 June 2021 –  30 Nov 2022

 Project Extension  (6months) 01Dec 2022 – 31 May 2023

 No-Cost Extension  (7months) 01 June 2023 – 31 Dec 2023 

Area of Coverage:  Southeast Asia

Target Reach: 6 sites

The Phil ippines CCP database was established with Makati  Medical Center
(MMC) serving as the pi lot site.

Applications are pending for Baguio General Hospital ,  Davao Doctors Hospital ,
and two hospitals in Bacolod. 

Phi l ippine General Hospital is interested in joining the collaboration,  seeking to
electronically extract data from their exist ing database to RedCap. 

MMC, as the pi lot site,  has IRB approval to init iate the Long COVID Study and
can conduct telephonic interviews with post-hospital ized COVID-19 patients at
any t ime.

COVID-19 patients encoded
out of 5,113 COVID-19 admitted to
MMC from 2020 to present 

2,950 
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VAC31518COV3009 Clinical Trial

Protocol Title:  A Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-
Controlled Phase 3 Study to Assess the Efficacy and Safety of
Ad26.COV2.S for the Prevention of SARS-CoV-2-Mediated
COVID-19 in Adults Aged 18 Years and Older

Sponsor:  Janssen Vaccines & Prevention B.V.

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Maria Rosario Z.  Capeding

Site:  San Francisco Multipurpose Bldg. ,  San Pablo City,  Laguna

Period of Coverage:  January 2021 to June 2023

Area of Coverage:    San Pablo City,  Laguna

Target Reach:    18 years and older

Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 28 December 2020

Site Initiation Visit:   25 January 2021

Start of enrollment:   06 February 2021

End of enrollment: 30 March 2021

Study Status: Completed

308

VAC31518COV3009 Clinical Trial  Accomplishments

12

Total enrolled
patients

San Pablo City Clinical Trial Team
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1

Clinical Trials under Dr.  Rose Capeding
as Principal Investigator



GBP510_003 Clinical Trial

Protocol Title :  A Phase III ,  Randomized, Active-controlled,  Observer-blind,
Parallel-group, Multi-center Study to Assess the Immunogenicity and Safety
of SK SARS-CoV-2 Recombinant Protein Nanoparticle Vaccine adjuvanted
with AS03 (GBP510) in Adults Aged 18 Years and Older

Sponsor:  SK Bioscience Co. Ltd./  IVI

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Maria Rosario Z.  Capeding

Site:  San Francisco Multipurpose Bldg. ,  San Pablo City,  Laguna

Period of Coverage:  December 2021 to February 2023

Area of Coverage:  San Pablo City,  Laguna

Target Reach: 18 years and older

Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 05 October 2021

Site Initiation Visit: 02 December 2021

Start of enrollment: 06 December 2021

End of enrollment: 29 December 2021

Study Status:  Completed

682

GBP510_003 Clinical Trial  Accomplishments

13

Total enrolled
patients

San Pablo City Clinical Trial Team (IVI)
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JSVCT109 Clinical Trial

Protocol Title:  A Global Multicenter,  Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-
Controlled,  Phase III  Clinical Trial  to Evaluate the Efficacy,  Safety,  and
Immunogenicity of Recombinant COVID-19 Vaccine (Sf9 Cells)  for the
Prevention of COVID-19 in Adults Aged 18 Years and Older

Sponsor:  WesVac Biopharma Co. ,  Ltd.

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Maria Rosario Z.  Capeding

Site:  Alaminos Clinical Trial  Site,  Alaminos,  Laguna

Period of Coverage:  July 2021 to January 2023

Area of Coverage:  Alaminos,  Laguna

Target Reach: 18 years and older

Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 29 June 2021

Site Initiation Visit: 12 July 2021

Start of enrollment: 22 July 2021

End of enrollment: 08 December 2021
  
Study Status: Completed 

3,054

JSVCT109 Clinical Trial  Accomplishments

14

Total enrolled
patients

Alaminos, Laguna Clinical Trial Team
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YS-302 Clinical Trial

Protocol Title:  A Phase II/I I I ,  Randomized, Double-blinded Study to Evaluate
the Efficacy,  Safety and Immunogenicity of a Booster Dose of PIKA
Recombinant Protein COVID-19 Vaccine (CHO cell ,  S protein) in Adults ≥ 18
Years Old Who Received 2 or more doses of Inactivated Covid-19 Vaccine

Sponsor:  Yisheng Biopharma (Singapore) Pte.  Ltd.

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Maria Rosario Z.  Capeding

Site:  CRU Presnedi Bldg. Muntinlupa City

Period of Coverage:  September 2022 to January 2024

Area of Coverage:  Muntinlupa City

Target Reach: 18 years and older

Ethics Committee Initial Approval: 22 August 2022

Site Initiation Visit: 19 September 2022

Start of enrollment: 27 October 2022

End of enrollment: 20 December 2022

Study Status: Follow-up phase

1,502

YS-302 Clinical Trial  Accomplishments

15

Total enrolled
patients

Muntinlupa City Clinical Trial Team
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Protocol Title:  
A Phase III ,  Randomized, Double-Blind, Controlled Clinical Trial  to
Evaluate the Immunogenicity and Safety of Influenza Vaccine
(Split  Virion),  Inactivated, Quadrivalent Developed by Sinovac
Biotech Co.,  Ltd.  Compared to a Licensed Quadrivalent Influenza
Vaccine,  VaxigripTetra™, in Individuals Aged 3 Years and Older

Initial  submission submitted:   November 18,  2022

EC Approval:  February 5,  2023

TDF ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023

1

Target

Accomplishments

350 Enrolled451

Clinical Trials under Dr.  Charissa Fay Corazon
C. Borja- Tabora as Principal Investigator
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Protocol Title:  
A Phase I-II ,  Double-Blind, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Study
of a T Cell  Priming Next-Generation Vaccine Against Coronavirus
Disease in Healthy Adults

SJREB Approval:  March 14,  2023

EC Approval:  May 9,  2023

Subject Target/ Enrolled: Not yet initiated
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2

Protocol Title:  
A Phase III ,  Randomized, Comparator-Controlled,  Double-Blind,
Multicenter Study to Evaluate the Immunogenicity,  Safety,  and
the Consistency of Three Consecutive Lots of a PIKA Rabies
Vaccine (Vero Cell)  for Human Use,  Freeze-Dried in Healthy Adult
Subjects Using a Post-Exposure Prophylaxis Schedule

EC Approval:  April  14,  2023

3

Target

Accomplishments

500 Enrolled562
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Protocol Title:  
A Phase III ,  Randomized, Observer-Blinded Study to Evaluate the
Efficacy,  Safety,  Tolerability,  and Immunogenicity of a Modified
RNA Vaccine Against Influenza Compared to Licensed Inactivated
Influenza Vaccine in Healthy Adults 18 Years of Age or Older 

EC Approval:  May 2023

4

Target

Accomplishments

400 Enrolled400
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Protocol Title:  
A Double-blind, Randomized, Controlled,  Phase 2/3 Study to
Evaluate the Efficacy,  Immunogenicity,  and Safety of CpG 1018/
Alum-Adjuvanted Recombinant SARS- CoV-2 Trimeric S-protein
Subunit Vaccine (SCB-2019) for the Prevention of SARS-CoV-2-
mediated COVID-19 in Participants Aged 12 Years and Older

Sponsor:  Clover Biopharmaceuticals AUS Pty Ltd

Site:  Health Index Multispecialty Clinic Barangay Mambog 1 ,  Bacoor,  Cavite

4102 Philippines

Site Initiation Visit:  January 12,  2021

Study Duration:  13 months
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1

Screen Failed

Adolescent

92

Enrolled

1,583

Clinical Trial  under Dr.  Edison Alberto as
Principal Investigator

CLO-SCB-2019-003 is a double-blind, randomized, control led,  multi-
country study of CpG 1018/Alumadjuvanted recombinant SARS-CoV-2
trimeric S-protein subunit vaccine (SCB-2019) to assess the eff icacy,
immunogenicity,  reactogenicity,  and safety compared with control
(placebo).  

The study included adult subjects aged 18 years and older,  and
adolescents 12 to less than 18 years of age, enrol led at selected sites.

CLO-SCB-2019-003 Study

Screened

1,675

Adult

Screening: March 24, 2021
Enrollment Started 
(First Subject): March 24, 2021
Enrollment Finished 
(Last Subject): June 29, 2021

Screening: January 05, 2022
Enrollment Started 
(First Subject): January 05, 2022
Enrollment Finished 
(Last Subject): March 14, 2022

Screen Failed

12

Enrolled

190

Screened

202
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Protocol Title:  
Impact of Vaccination using the Clover SCB-2019 COVID-19
vaccine on Household Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 Infection

Sponsor:  International Vaccine Institute (IVI)

Site:  Health Index Multispecialty Clinic Barangay Mambog 1 ,  Bacoor,  Cavite

4102 Philippines

Site Initiation Visit:  June 30, 2021

Study Duration:  8 weeks after the second dose of SCB-2019;  the actual

duration will  depend on the duration of the main trial

TDF ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023

2

Description: Observational Study

This study measures the total incidence rate of SARS-CoV-2 infection
among household members not participating in the Clover SCB-2019
trial ,  adjusted for intraclass correlation within households.

HH-Trans-001 Study

Screening: July 14, 2021
Enrollment Started 
(First Subject): July 14, 2021
Enrollment Finished 
(Last Subject): March 14, 2022
Last Subject Visit 
(End of Study Visit): February 3, 2022Screen Failed

0

Enrolled

640

Screened

640

Accomplishments



21

Protocol Title:  
A Multi-National,  Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled
Phase III  Clinical Study to Evaluate the Efficacy,  Safety,  and
Immunogenicity of SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine (Vero Cells) ,  Inactivated
for the Prevention of COVID-19 in Healthy Adults Aged 18 Years
and Older

Sponsor:  Shenzhen Kangtai Biological Products Co. ,  Ltd.  Beij ing Minhai

Biotechnology Co. ,  Ltd.

Site:  Health Index Multispecialty Clinic Barangay Mambog 1 ,  Bacoor,  Cavite

4102 Philippines

Date of Initiation Visit:  June 30, 2021

Date of Screening Started:  August 16,  2021

Date Enrollment Started (First Subject):  August 19,  2021

Date Enrollment Finished (Last Subject):  October 30,  2021

TDF ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023

3

Screen Failed

Accomplishments

484
Enrolled2,076

Primary study objective:
To evaluate the eff icacy of candidate vaccine in the prevention of symptomatic
COVID-19 cases 14 days after ful l  vaccination,  in healthy adults aged 18 years
and older.

Study Duration:
Participants wil l  be fol lowed for at least 12 months after ful l  vaccination. Based
on primary endpoint and anticipated enrol lment period per country of 2~6
months,  the study is anticipated to last for 15~19 months.

2021L001 Study

Screened2,560
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Protocol Title:  
A Phase III ,  Randomized, Active-controlled,  Observer-blind,
Parallel-group, Multi-center Study to Assess the Immunogenicity
and Safety of SK SARS-CoV-2 Recombinant Protein Nanoparticle
Vaccine adjuvanted with AS03 (GBP510) in Adults Aged 18 Years
and Older.

Sponsor:  SK Bioscience Co. ,  Ltd.  International Vaccine Institute (IVI)

Site:  Health Index Multispecialty Clinic Barangay Mambog 1 ,  Bacoor,  Cavite

4102 Philippines

Site Initiation Visit:  December 01,  2021

Date of Screening Started:  December 06, 2021

Date Enrollment Started (First Subject):  December 14,  2021

Date Enrollment Finished (Last Subject):  January 07,  2022
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4

Screen Failed

Accomplishments

184
Enrolled674

Approximately 1 ,950 adults with no history of SARS-CoV-2 infection or COVID-19
vaccination,  confirmed by a SARS-CoV-2 rapid antibody kit  at screening, were
enrol led in Cohort 1  ( Immunogenicity Cohort).  Another 2,040 adults were
enrol led in Cohort 2 (Safety Cohort) regardless of their serostatus confirmed by
the same screening method.

Approximately 20% of the participants were aged 65 years and older.
Participants were expected to participate for up to 13 months,  with a 12-month
fol low-up after the second vaccination.

GBP510_003 Study

Screened858

Cohort 1 (Immunogenicity): 140 
Cohort 2 (Safety): 718

Cohort 1 (Immunogenicity): 10
Cohort 2 (Safety): 174

Cohort 1 (Immunogenicity): 130
Cohort 2 (Safety): 544



The KD-414 vaccine is being developed to prevent COVID-19.  This study
primari ly evaluates its immunogenicity,  along with its eff icacy and safety.  A
Phase 1/2 tr ial  is ongoing, with no safety concerns reported for a third dose
given after 6 months.

23

Protocol Title:  
A Phase 3,  Randomized, Double-Blind, Active-Controlled,
Confirmatory Study to Compare the Immunogenicity,  Efficacy,
and Safety of KD-414 Vaccine and Vaxzevria Vaccine in Adults
Aged 18 to 40 Years Old

Site:  Health Index Multispecialty Clinic Barangay Mambog 1 ,  Bacoor,  Cavite

4102 Philippines

Initiation Visit:  June 07,  2022

Date of Screening Started: July 01,  2022  

Date Enrollment Started (First Subject):  July 01,  2022

Date Enrollment Finished (Last Subject):  July 22,  2022

TDF ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023

5 KD414-03 Study

Screen Failed

Accomplishments

142
Enrolled191Screened333
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DOTS Clinic and
Satellite Treatment
Center for DRTB

Supporting Organization(s):
DOTS Clinic TB kits (medicines) and lab
supplies are provided by the Department
of Health through the Makati  City Health
Department.

Period of Coverage: 01 Aug 2022 – 31 Jul
2023
Area of Coverage: Metro Manila
Target Reach: Makati City

TDF offers a public-private mixed DOTS cl inic for patients who have symptoms
suggestive of TB or who are suspected to have tuberculosis by healthcare
providers.  

TDF TB-DOTS Clinic caters to patients who l ive or work within the catchment area
whether they are walk-in or are referred by physicians from nearby hospitals such
as Makati  Medical Center,  diagnostic cl inics,  schools,  business establishments and
off ices.

TDF-DOTS Clinic aims to support the achievement of Mil lennium Development
Goals by expanding services to more cl ients in the future.

Since the onset of the pandemic,  the cl inic has adopted community-based
treatment and leveraged technology for remote patient monitoring.

Presumptive TB
Cases Screened

 Patients
Enrolled

18% increase
from 2022

228 6,372 24 

DOTS Clinic and Satellite Treatment Center for DRTB Accomplishments

14% increase
from 2022

cured

Treatment Completed: 21
Ongoing Treatment: 3
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Satellite Treatment
Center for MDR-TB 

Period of Coverage:  

01 Aug 2022 – 31 Jul 2023

Area of Coverage:  

4th District of Metro Manila

Target Reach: Makati City

The STC currently has 1  PBSP-hired nurse on board.  Patients are fol lowed-
up regularly through phone calls and/or internet messaging platforms in
between monthly cl inic visits .

Presumptive DR-
TB Screened and
Tested

 Confirmed
Rifampicin
Resistant TB

174 19 35 

Satellite Treatment Center for MDR-TB  Accomplishments

Bacteriologically-
confirmed
RR/MDR-TB

26

Cases Registered Clinically-
diagnosed MDR-
TB

Other Drug-
resistant TB case

19 3 13
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Radisen, a developer of art i f icial
intel l igence (AI) technology for
digital radiography, provided TDF
with AI units for mobile x-ray vans,
al lowing eff icient on-site sputum
screening.

Clients
accommodated
for Fiscal Year

226

TDF-Radisen X-ray
Facility

Launch Date:  27 Sept 2021

Period of Coverage: 01 Aug 2022 – 31 Jul

2023

Area of Coverage: Makati City

Target Reach: Makati City
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T O T A L  
C E N S U SY E A R

2 0 2 1  ( N O V  1  -  D E C  1 5 ) 1 4

2 0 2 2  ( J A N  7  -  D E C  1 5 ) 1 5 5

2 0 2 3  ( J A N  2 6  -  D E C  1 5 ) 2 0 9

T O T A L  P A T I E N T S 3 7 8

Radisen sponsors equipment
maintenance, ensuring our AI-assisted
X-ray machine functions optimally.  We
priorit ize image quality,  staff  training,
patient education,  and regulatory
compliance, posit ioning TDF as a
rel iable TB healthcare provider.

The TDF X-ray Clinic seeks to
engage in TB research tr ials and
strengthen relationships with
ongoing projects l ike Epic,  Gates
MRI ,  TDF DOTS, PMDTS, and TDF
OPD. 

Our primary focus is on
streamlining patient f low,
minimizing wait ing t ime through
the effective TB screening one-
stop-shop system.



EpiC Project

Scale up Rapid HIV
Diagnostic Algorithm
(rHIVda) and access to POC
Viral Load Testing for Eligible
PLHIV

Implement Same Day or
Rapid ART Initiation

Pilot pooled HIV testing for
early diagnosis of acute HIV
infection (AHI), along with
cost-benefit analysis and
identifying obstacles for
confirmatory testing in rapid
HIV diagnostic algorithm
(rHIVDA)

Activities

To help control epidemics
among men who have sex
with men (MSM) and
transgender people (TG) in
the National Capital Region.

To enhance the effectiveness
of antiretrovirals for
treatment and prevention
through early detection of
acute HIV infection (AHI) and
improved access to viral load
testing.

Obejctives

Meeting Targets and Maintaining Epidemic
Control (EpiC) is a global project funded by the
U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) and the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID). 

Its goal is to achieve and maintain HIV epidemic
control. Led by FHI 360, the project spans five
years, from April 15, 2019, to April 14, 2024.

As a Sub-Grantee of the EpiC Grant in the
Philippines, TDF will provide services to support
the National HIV Program. 

In FY23, TDF focused on expanding viral load
testing and treatment monitoring in key sites
like The Primary by TDF, SAIL, and SHIP Clinics. 

TDF obtained a Limited Services Capability
License, ensuring rapid delivery of viral load
results. 
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Site visit by DOH-MMCHD (Mr. Dominic Sotto, Ms. Christine Jay Agatep, Mr. John Axl Torres,
and Ms. Zarah Dayco) to TDFI on May 10, 2022, to assess the HIV Testing Facility Set-up 

HIV Counseling and Testing Training by CAMP Pag-ayo
Inc. at Jade Hotel and Suites, Makati, April 26-29, 2022



Awareness campaigns such as 'PrEPFound '  and 'UFirst '  were launched to
advocate Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis and Viral Suppression. Partnerships with the
Makati  City Health Off ice were established to enhance service delivery.  

Navigating the complex Department of Health (DOH) regulations remains a
challenge for TDF's laboratory in ful ly implementing the Rapid HIV Diagnostic
Algorithm (RHIVDA).  Addit ionally ,  TDF's research on Acute HIV Infection (AHI)
diagnosis shifted protocols from Dried Blood Spot specimens to Cobas Plasma
Separation Cards (PSC).  However,  discussions are needed in FY24 to al ign with
USAID recommendations regarding Cobas PSC’s off-label use.  

Despite this ,  TDF EpiC-Project remains committed to the research and wil l
resume once a clear path forward is established.

HIV Counseling and Testing Training by CAMP Pag-ayo Inc. at Jade Hotel and Suites, Makati,
April 26-29, 2022

FHI 360 EPIC Subgrant General assembly held at Madison 101 Hotel Quezon City, 
June 15-17, 2022 

Site visit by USAID (Dr. Deidra Parrish, Mr. Mikael Navarro), FHI360 (Ms. Clarence Faye Salvador,
Mr. Jeremiah Serrano), and DOH-MMCHD (Dr. Julius Lecciones and TDFI EpiC Project Team) to

TDFI on June 7, 2022, for assessing HIV Testing Facility Set-up and rHIVDA laboratory
accreditation.
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EpiC Project
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Makati Medical Center
Fellowship Rotation Program

Period of Coverage:  

01 Aug 2022 – 31 Jul 2023

Cooperating Agency:

Makati Medical Center

Target Reach: Makati Medical Center Infectious Diseases and

Pulmonology Fellows

A training program has been established in col laboration with the MMC Infectious
Diseases and Pulmonology Departments to famil iarize and expose their fel lows to
TB cl inical management and laboratory TB assessments.  

Typically ,  rotations last between 1  to 2 months.  

TDF ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023

EXTRAMURAL

The program commenced in September 2014, and TDF is currently hosting
15 fellows for the year.

TITLE OF SEMINAR/TRAINING FACILITATED BYINCLUSIVE DATE

“TB in Special Situations” Training
for Health Workers Providing TB
Services 

August 23, 2022 Dr. Rholine Gem Martin Veto

INCLUSIVE DATE
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INTRAMURAL

EMPLOYEE NAME DATETITLE OF TRAINING

Anthony Geronimo First International Conference
on Biosafety & Biosecurity

August 10-12, 2022

HIV Counseling to Testing
Training

August 24-26, 2022Mark Aaron Dela Torre
Ma. Joanna Eunice Calaogan
Catherine Anne Dente
Glenn Balane

Technical Writing Workshop September 13-16, 2022Harley Ronniekson Khom
Emmanuel Reyes
Ma. Joanna Eunice Calaogan
Trizia Maye Suriaga
Camille Ocampo
Catherine Anne Dente
Angelito Catindig
Evelyn Joson
Marita Nucum
Glaiza Erika Hernandez
Christine Larryse Evangelista
Rhandy Rowan
John Phillip Ubalde

Write it Right November 16 & 23, 2022Anthony Geronimo
Maita Benavente

August 29-31, 2022Advancing sustainable
advancing of key population led
Health Services in Asia

Rogeselle Monton
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INTRAMURAL

EMPLOYEE NAME DATETITLE OF TRAINING

November 21-26, 2022Community Based HIV
Screening and DBS Collection
Training (Region 3 Batch)

Rogeselle Monton
Mark Aaron Dela Torre

The V.A.L.U.E. of the Mid-Level
Management: How to Empower
Middle Management to Drive
Organizational Success

John Phillip Ubalde
Glenn Balane

February 8, 2023

January 31 -
February 3, 2023

Integrated DOTS Phase II:
Training of Mentors 

Dr. Rholine Gem Martin Veto

Anthony Geronimo
Rogeselle Monton
Rhandy Rowan

December 1, 2022Write it Right

Basic Life Support December 5-6, 2022Manny Directo
Raffy Castillo
Ricardo Taylo Jr.
Abegail Fondales
Rupert Rey Flores
Ma. Joanna Eunice Calaogan
Marilou Salvana
Ma. Lourdes Cabanatan
Harley Ronniekson Kihom
Welmar Cruel
Rogeselle Monton
Abegail Daluz
Ma. Begonia Baliwagan
Christian Salido
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INTRAMURAL

EMPLOYEE NAME DATETITLE OF TRAINING

HIV Primary Care TrainingMark Aaron Dela Torre
Welmar Cruel
Jaypee Albert Mendoza
Ma. Begonia Baliwagan

February 8-10, 2023

Client-Centered Case
Management Training

May 21-26, 2023Kim Oliver Puyot
Rogeselle Monton
Jaypee Albert Mendoza
Renato Roque
Mark Aaron Dela Torre

Qualitative Research Training May 31, 2023Evelyn S. Joson
Glenn I. Balane

Mastering Value Added TaxAngelito Catindig
Maria Lourdes Cabanatan

March 17, 2023

Mastering Withholding TaxesAngelito Catindig
Maria Lourdes Cabanatan

March 17, 2023

April 17, 2023ART Literacy and OrientationMa. Begonia Baliwagan

July 31-August 1, 2023SSS In-Depth SeminarMarita Nucum



COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
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World TB Day Mini-grant
(TB Alliance)

Period of Coverage:  

March – April  2023

Area of Coverage:  

Makati City

Target Reach: Employees of Private

company in Construction and Mining

Industry

36

In col laboration with the PCHI Occupational Health Team, this init iative
aimed to raise awareness among employees,  including off ice staff  and site
workers exposed to dust and smoke.

During the seminar,  attendees gained valuable insights about tuberculosis
(TB),  learning about its causes,  transmission, prevention,  and management.

Misconceptions about TB were addressed, and workplace applications such
as relevant laws, policies,  dust control ,  exposure management,  and the use
of personal protective equipment (PPE) were discussed.

The presentation also included updates on recent advancements in TB care,
including new diagnostic techniques and treatment options.

The activity concluded with an agreement between the company's
Occupational Health Team and our cl inic for the referral and management
of employees suspected of having TB.  

Detailed referral procedures were discussed to ensure a smooth
continuation of care for company employees.
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During the observation of World AIDS Day Celebration attended by FHI360 

In December 2022,  the Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc.  (TDF) marked World
AIDS Day with the theme "EQUALIZE. "  

By embracing the theme, TDF highlighted the importance of providing
equitable healthcare regardless of factors l ike gender,  age, or
socioeconomic status.  

Through its advocacy for health equity,  TDF aims to break down barriers to
healthcare access and contribute to ending the global HIV crisis .  

EpiC Grant Program Manager Mr. Joshua C. Young



International AIDS
Candlelight Memorial
2023: Light It Makati
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A collaborative effort between the Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc., the Local Government
of Makati City, and the University of Makati. Held under the theme "Spread Love and
Solidarity, not Stigma and Fear," its goal was to combat HIV/AIDS-related discrimination
and fear. 

Generous support from sponsors like PEPFAR and USAID facilitated TDF's active participation,
advocating against stigma. The memorial honored those lost to AIDS while celebrating
champions in HIV advocacy. 

The event's impact extended to 400 university students and neighboring
communities, emphasizing the importance of raising awareness among younger

generations regarding HIV/AIDS-related issues and combating stigma.

Aerial view of the candle lighting ceremony at the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial 2023



PARTNERSHIPS
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Our partnerships foster innovation and knowledge exchange, promoting best
practices and capacity-building. 

We advocate alongside diverse partners,  including governmental bodies,
NGOs, healthcare providers,  researchers,  and international agencies.

Together,  we drive synergies to enhance healthcare services and strengthen
the national HIV response.

Recognizing the complexity of healthcare challenges,  we priorit ize
collaboration across organizations to catalyze advancements in service
delivery,  treatment accessibi l i ty ,  and HIV prevention through resource pooling
and expertise sharing.
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Through shared strategies, we elevate healthcare quality and inclusivity, particularly in HIV response efforts.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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 Treatment success rate
(Bedaquiline-Pretomanid-

Linezolid – BPaL Operational
Research) 

Stakeholders participated in the
Research Implementation Review

(RIR) and Scale-up Workshop to aid
the transition to programmatic
implementation of BPal-based
regimens, February 8-10, 2023

Local and international partners
joined the Hybrid Symposium on
'Current Strategies Against Drug-
Resistant TB' held during World

TB Day, March 24, 2023

98% 27088
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Abstracts accepted for
presentation to the 2023 Union

World Conference on Lung
Health in Paris, France

Articles published on the TDF
website highlighting project

updates and milestones4 13

Training of National TB Reference
Laboratory (NTRL) and Philippine
Tuberculosis Society Inc (PTSI) staff on
MGIT-DST by laboratory experts from the
International TB Research Center (ITRC),
South Korea in Sep 2022 

                 Monitoring in Region 3 and NCR conducted
covering 2 OR sites and 4 health centers (iDOTS facilities) in 
May – June 2023

Leveraging Innovations for 
Faster Treatment of TB (LIFT-TB)



CALOOCAN CITY

Bagong Silang 1.
Bagumbong2.
Camarin3.

QUEZON CITY

Gulod1.
Pasong Tamo2.
Payatas3.
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TB Innovation and Health
Strengthening System (TBIHSS)

The Tropical Disease Foundation, Inc. (TDF) was approved as a sub-award recipient of
Family Health International (FHI) 360 under the TB Innovations and Health System
Strengthening (TBHISS) project with Prime Award Number 72049218CA00001.

This USAID project is designed to bring dynamic and strategic approach to accelerate the
fight against TB in the Philippines. It will run for four months, with two and a half months
allocated to field operations.

TDF Granted Sub-award
from FHI 360 for TBIHSS

The ACF activit ies in urban poor communities wil l  be conducted in the two (2)
cit ies in Metro Manila:  

The primary objective of the activity is to provide primary healthcare services
including TB screening coupled with promotion of healthy habits in urban
poor communities in Caloocan City and Quezon City,  Metro Manila.
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The Primary Clinic

The Primary Clinic by TDF achieved a significant milestone on March 20, 2023, by obtaining
its Certificate of Accreditation as a Primary HIV Care Facility, offering comprehensive
services including antiretroviral therapy (ART) and essential laboratory support. 

TDF is Now a Certified
HIV Primary Care  Facility

This accreditation shows The Primary Clinic 's dedication to delivering
exceptional healthcare for individuals l iving with HIV.  I t  highlights
adherence to str ingent standards to ensure comprehensive care,
treatment,  and support services.  

This accomplishment sol idif ies TDF's reputation as a trusted healthcare
institution committed to meeting the needs of those with HIV.
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In FY 2022-2023, TDF's Laboratory Department achieved significant milestones in tuberculosis, HIV,
and COVID-19 research and diagnostics. As a leading organization dedicated to infectious
disease prevention, TDF continually advanced knowledge boundaries.

In November 2022, TDF joined the A5356 trial as the Mycobacteriology Laboratory, collaborating
with De La Salle Health Science Institute. This Phase II study evaluates Linezolid Dosing Strategies
for drug-resistant tuberculosis treatment.

TDF expanded TB operations and established an HIV Testing Laboratory, initiating viral load
testing using the GeneXpert system and rapid diagnostic screening.

In the COVID-19 fight, TDF conducted RT-PCR tests and participated in vaccine trials.

Throughout the fiscal year, the Laboratory engaged in 11 projects for TB, HIV, and COVID-19
diagnosis and treatment, maintaining its international recognition for research and trials.

TDF Laboratory Report

A Phase 2b/c trial will assess the efficacy and safety
of 2-4 months' treatment with regimens containing
Bedaquiline, OPC-167832, and Sutezolid, plus either
Pretomanid or Delamanid, in adults with pulmonary
tuberculosis. 

Agreements were signed in the fiscal year, and
patient enrollment is slated for December 2023. 

In preparation, Microbiology Consultant Gabriel
Rojas-Ponce visited the laboratory from July 24-28.

Gates MRI-TBD06-201

PROJECTS/ACTIVITIES OF THE LABORATORY

A pan-Phase 2 Clinical Trial incorporating elements
of Phase 2a, b, and c trials will assess the safety
and efficacy of a combination of TBAJ-876,
pretomanid, and linezolid to expedite and enhance
treatment for drug-sensitive and drug-resistant TB. 

The study will span 21 clinical trial sites across
Georgia, the Philippines, South Africa, Tanzania, and
Uganda, with TDF Laboratory serving as the
country’s Mycobacteriology Laboratory. Robert
Hunt visited the laboratory in January 2023, and
enrollment of the first patient is anticipated in
December 2023.

NC-009
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LIST OF PROJECTS/STUDIES/ACTIVITIES OF THE LABORATORY DEPARTMENT
FOR FY 2022-2023
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EXTERNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE PERFORMANCE
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FINANCIAL
SUMMARY
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